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Minimal Cost to Bury the Waterfront Wires  
Through Statewide Recovery of Funds  

 
 The project to bury the high-voltage power lines on the Providence-East Providence waterfront is 

nearly shovel-ready after National Grid completed extensive engineering studies and an updated cost 

estimate that established a clear funding gap for the first time. The project can be done at a minimal cost, 

so minimal that the average RI ratepayer will barely notice it.  

 
FINANCING 

 More than $17 million has been raised from state, ratepayer, and federal funds specifically designated for 

burial. If not used for this project, these funds will dissipate with no comparable, lasting benefit. 

 

 It will cost about $34 million to bury the wires under two rivers and India Point Park. The average RI 

ratepayer would pay about 12 cents/month, declining annually over 30 years, to raise $17 million, based on 

the Division of Public Utilities’ estimate that a charge of 7/10ths of one cent per month will raise $1M.   

  
SOLUTION 

 Allow statewide recovery of the shortfall by amending the Settlement Agreement or state law. Either route 

will require leadership from state and local officials, particular the Governor and the Mayors of Providence 

and East Providence. 
 

  The state has ruled that this project “will enhance the socio-economic fabric of the state.” The costs of such 

projects are routinely built into statewide utility rates, including projects in the 1990s that benefitted only a 

handful of people in East Greenwich and Smithfield, with National Grid’s approval. 

 

BACKGROUND 

 A 2008 State law allowed the shortfall to be raised by Providence and East Providence ratepayers, but it is 

unconscionable to ask, as National Grid does, that the two cities shoulder the whole remaining cost of a 

project that will permanently upgrade the signature waterfront of the Capital Region, which is our 

collective front yard for millions of travelers on I-195. 

 

 The Energy Facilities Siting Board (EFSB) is currently restricted to reviewing the 2004 Settlement 

Agreement signed by National Grid, Providence, East Providence, and then RI Attorney General Patrick 

Lynch, who agreed to raise the remaining funds needed, which he did by 2006, before National Grid raised 

its estimate, which has grown by more than 400% from its initial figure of $6-7 million in 2003.  

 

 If the Settlement Agreement were amended to provide for statewide recovery of the shortfall, the EFSB 

could adopt an amended Agreement and order the project to proceed. Under state law 42-98-12 (a), the 

Board has the “sole, final, binding, and determinative” authority to make siting decisions. The Public 

Utilities Commission’s role would be limited to determining how (not whether) the costs of this project 

would be absorbed by statewide rates. 

 

 The burial project will produce major benefits for business, labor, the public, and the environment 

for generations to come. These benefits – increased jobs, property values, tax base, tourism and enhanced 

public space – and the broad public support for burial, are outlined at www.friendsofindiapointpark.org.  
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